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 This article discusses perceived career 
limitations due to institutional views on 
the ODP profession and suggests ways 
to start chipping away at that glass 
barrier. 

62 CLINICAL FEATURE

 The impact of surgical safety 
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critical review of the literature 
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 The World Health Organisation’s 
Safer Surgery Checklist has become 
an integral part of standard practice 
in operating theatres in the UK and 
other countries. However, some 

doubts still exist over how much of an 
effect the checklist actually has, with 
some staff feeling some resentment 
towards it. This review explores the 
literature regarding the impact of the 
checklist on theatre departments 
and how this can inform practice. The 
evidence found shows that use of the 
checklist reduces patient morbidity and 
mortality, improves communication 
and teamwork, reduces operating time 
and can reduce theatre costs. The 
negative perceptions that surround the 
checklist arise from misconceptions 
and lack of understanding and can 
result in poor compliance. Further 
research is required across all areas 
but with a focus on education and 
implementation of strategies that 
address existing barriers.
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 This article details the Nursing 
and Midwifery Council revalidation 
requirements essential for all 
registered nurses and midwives in the 
United Kingdom. Nursing revalidation 
is effective from April 2016 and is built 
on the pre-existing post-registration 
education and practice. Unlike the 
previous process, revalidation provides 
a more robust system which is clearly 
linked to the code and should assist 
towards the delivery of quality and safe 
effective care.
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 Reflecting on the development of the 
decontamination services: pondering 
the past, presenting the future 
A Cobbold and S Lord

 This paper explores the historical 
developments of the UK 

decontamination services workforce 
over the past century. It will look back 
at how the services originated and 
look forward towards what the future 
could hold. This evolving workforce 
has progressed from traditional in-
house training programmes towards 
accredited education, aiming to 
pave the way towards becoming a 
new profession – the healthcare 
scientist. The paper also explores 
some of the main drivers behind 
how previous healthcare professions 
have developed, and how these may 
impact on evolving professions such 
as decontamination services. The 
paper concludes by highlighting the 
importance of ensuring that staff are 
educated to national standards and 
keep abreast of current healthcare 
advances, in order to develop and 
retain the sterile services leaders of 
thefuture.
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 Pressure ulcers or moisture lesions: 
the theatre perspective 
A Rego

 Pressure ulcers continue to be a cause 
for concern in the healthcare industry 
(IHI 2015). Unfortunately older patients 
are at a greater risk of developing 
pressure ulcers (Kottner et al 2013); 
moisture lesions and the presence of 
other comorbidities could have long 
term effects on the patient’s health 
and recovery. 

90 THE EARLY DAYS

 ‘The Sister’ in the early days of 
the NHS  
H Ellis

 A reflection of the author’s early days 
in the NHS; the ward sister, the theatre 
sister, the rounds, the hierarchy. 
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