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 Constant exposure to the operating 
theatre can change our perception of 
the perioperative journey 
Rebecca Charnock

 The author reflects on their own 
perioperative journey and their 
experience of interactions with hospital 
staff, and how that has impacted 
on their attitudes and practices in 
studying to become an operating 
department practitioner.

11 CLINICAL FEATURE

 Wrong site surgery: A critical incident 
analysis of a near miss 
S Tichanow

 This article is a reflective account of 
a near miss that happened in clinical 
practice during a particularly busy 
operating list. This critical incident 
highlights issues that can arise from a 
breakdown of communication between 
members of a multidisciplinary team 
and demonstrates how ineffective 
teamwork can jeopardise a patient’s 
safety and wellbeing. It emphasises 
the effects of human factors on 
professional performance and how 
they can contribute to mistakes and 
misconducts. It also stresses the 
importance of reporting patient safety 
incidents so that the lessons can be 
learned and future practice improved. 

16 CLINICAL FEATURE

 Coordinating perioperative care for 
the ‘high risk’ general surgical patient 
using risk prediction scoring 
S Hafiz and NP Lees

 Identifying ‘high risk’ emergency 
general surgical patients early, allows 
appropriate perioperative care to be 
allocated by securing critical care beds 
and ensuring the presence of senior 
surgeons and senior anesthetists 
intraoperatively. A retrospective 
study was undertaken assessing the 
relationship between deployment 
of perioperative resources: senior 
surgeon, senior anesthetist and critical 
care bed. The study concluded that 
almost all high risk patients with high 
POSSUM mortality and morbidity 
scores had a consultant senior surgeon 
present intraoperatively. Critically 
unwell patients with higher operative 
severity and perioperative morbidity 
scores received higher care (HDU/

ICU) beds postoperatively, ensuring 
that they received appropriate 
care if their condition deteriorated. 
Therefore POSSUM scoring should 
be used perioperatively in emergency 
cases to coordinate appropriate 
perioperative care for high risk general 
surgical patients.

19 CLINICAL FEATURE

 Development and efficiency of 
dedicated upper limb trauma lists in a 
district general hospital 
D Makki, HM Alnajjar and N Saw

 The aim of this audit was to assess 
the impact of dedicated upper limb 
trauma lists on the hospital stay 
and satisfaction of patients treated 
operatively for upper limb injuries. In 
first audit, we reviewed the data of 
52 consecutive patients with upper 
limb injuries treated on the routine 
trauma lists. Accordingly, a new 
pathway of dedicated upper limb 
trauma lists was introduced whereby 
patients presenting with injuries were 
safely discharged home with written 
instructions regarding arrangements 
for surgery. The audit loop was 
then closed by collecting data of 78 
consecutive patients treated using the 
new scheme. 

23 NOTABLE OPERATIONS 
FROM THE PAST

 Wiring of patellar fractures 
by Joseph Lister 
Professor Harold Ellis 

 Turning the pages of old medical 
journals and ancient surgical 
textbooks, tucked away on the top 
shelves of the library you will come 
across fascinating accounts of surgical 
operations. This series recounts some 
of the author’s favourite ‘operations 
from the past’.
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Instrument care
MicroWash trays mean less damage

Less money spent on repairs

Efficient decontamination of surgical instruments

2 Witney Way, Boldon Business Park, Tyne & Wear, NE35 9PE. England
Tel: +44 (0)191 519 0111  Fax: +44 (0)191 519 0283
Email: admin@altomed.com   Web: altomed.com

MicroWash trays are supplied with laminated ‘placement sheets’ 
which enable staff to relocate instruments back into the tray after use.

All of Altomed’s MicroWash tray customization is carried out in a dedicated 
workshop at Altomed’s Tyne and Wear location. Our experienced tray technicians 
exhibit attention to detail that is second to none during both the handling of your 
instruments and constructing the tray.
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Altomed are 
also leading suppliers 

of Ophthalmic 
Surgical Instruments

Altomed now manufacture Q-Rinse in the UK.
It is a convenient simple device, ideal for flushing
costly lumened instruments such as phaco 
handpieces

Q-RINSE
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