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 The healthcare team’s perception of 
the role of the perioperative nurse: A 
qualitative study 
P Espinoza, LM Galaz Letelier, 
MD Cunill Leppe, M Yercic Bravo, 
C Ferdinand and L Ferrer Lagunas

 In Chile, there exists an ambiguity 
and lack of definition in the role of 
the nurse. The objective of this study 
was to examine the healthcare team’s 
perception of the current role of the 
perioperative nurse, as well as the 
expected and desired characteristics 

of the role from the team’s 
perspective. A qualitative, descriptive 
case study was carried out, using 
semi-structured interviews conducted 
with a purposive sample of surgeons, 
anaesthesiologists, professional 
nurses and technical nurses from 
three hospitals in Santiago, Chile. 
The accounts were analysed using 
an inductive, thematic format.  It was 
found that the current perioperative 
nursing role, with a predominance of 
administrative charting, recordkeeping 
and guidelines for the management 
of safety, quality control and human 
and material resources, restricts direct 
patient care.  The results provided 
initial steps towards redefining the 
role of the perioperative nurse, 
strengthening collaborative efforts and 
optimising patient care during a time 
of high vulnerability.

196 CLINICAL FEATURE

 Airway management of the morbidly 
obese patient 
E Hodgson

 A UK study found that obese patients 
are twice as likely as non-obese 
patients to develop airway problems 
during general anaesthesia (Cook 
et al 2011). This article focuses on 
airway management of morbidly obese 
patients during anaesthesia and 
examines the associated respiratory, 
gastric, and existing co-morbidity 
complications that can be expected. 
Strategies that practitioners can use 
to reduce these risks are discussed. 

201 CLINICAL FEATURE

 The perfect surgical assistant: Calm, 
confident, competent and courageous

 S Hall, J Quick and AW Hall

 Poor surgical assistance has been 
identified as a major stressor in 
surgeons, making the ability to 
provide effective surgical assistance 
an important skill which will have a 
lifelong impact on the surgical patient.  
Knowledge and technical ability are 
clearly important, but strong personal 
qualities are more so in the long 
run.  This applies to all who provide 
assistance either as a surgical first 
assistant or surgical care practitioner.  
These skills and attributes are 
needed to provide a safe service that 
meets the expectations of both the 
professional regulatory authorities 
and surgical Royal Colleges.  Advice 
is given in this article as to how non-
medical practitioners may acquire 
these skills. 

205 NOTABLE OPERATIONS FROM 
THE PAST

 Pharyngotomy for a swallowed denture 
 Professor Harold Ellis 

 Turning the pages of old medical 
journals and ancient surgical 
textbooks, tucked away on the top 
shelves of the library you will come 
across fascinating accounts of surgical 
operations. This series recounts some 
of the author’s favourite ‘operations 
from the past’.
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