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MILITARY SIG NEWSLETTER AfPP 
 
This is my first newsletter since taking over the role of Military Special Interest Group Lead 
(Mil SIG Lead) for AfPP. Most of what you are about to read has been submitted by members 
of the Mil SIG committee. If you have an interesting piece of information that you would like 
to share with your perioperative colleagues in the next newsletter then please forward it to 
me at lynda.bardell144@mod.uk  
 
“Inspirational” work of Defence Medical Services (DMS) on Operations 
 
Perioperative practitioners are a very special breed of healthcare professional. This is clearly 
demonstrated by those who choose to serve whether Regular or TA. This last year has seen 
military perioperative practitioners continue to move around the globe at the same frenetic 
pace, some personnel deploying at short notice and working in the most arduous of 
conditions. The life saving work which all DMS personnel perform on ops continues to be 
recognised and praised by MPs from all parties as ‘inspirational’.  
 
Royal Navy Medical Services Op Herrick: (Images: Maj G New QARANC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deserving of this appreciation are the perioperative practitioners who have gone to Iraq and 
Afghanistan. There are far too many practitioners to name here so a huge thank you is sent  

Figure 1 a heavy work load 
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to all those who deployed, including members of the Royal Navy Medical Services who 
served on OP HERRICK in the Medical Treatment Facility, Camp Bastion, Afghanistan.  
 

 
 
The Royal Navy Medical Team.   (From defenceimages) 
 
 
ExamsSuccess 
 
Congratulations and well done to all those who have qualified to become perioperative 
practitioners in the last year. Recently graduated from the ODP college are two Royal Navy 
ODPs, eight from the RAMC and two from the RAF.  
 
Future perioperative practitioners  
 
There are four QARNNS nurses, five QARANC nurses and two PMRAFNS currently 
undertaking perioperative practitioner modules. They should all complete their studies later 
this year.  
 
Safe surgery saves lives 
 
The latest initiative being championed by the World Health Organisation (WHO) is the ‘Safe 
Surgery Saves Lives’ checklist campaign for operating theatres. This is the second Global 
Patient Safety Challenge. The goal of the Safe Surgery Saves Lives Challenge is to improve 
the safety of surgical care around the world by ensuring adherence to proven standards of 
care in all countries including the UK. The WHO Surgical Safety Checklist has improved 
compliance with standards and decreased complications from surgery in eight pilot hospitals 
where it was evaluated. Military perioperative practitioners working in MDHUs and those 
posted to Fd Units should be competent in using the check list, as it has been implemented 
on ops.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Chilled storage for front line medicine – bulk medical storage facilities and man-portable 
refrigerator units 
 
There’s something new to look out for when you next deploy. Practitioners are about to 
enhance the treatment of injured personnel on Ops due to the procurement of Bulk Medical 
Storage Facilities (BMSF) and 88 man-portable refrigerator systems that can be taken to the 
front line and will be keep blood products at +4C. It was announced in April 2009 that this 
multi million pound state of the art temperature controlled BMSF was about to make its way 
to medics on Ops. It will provide secure storage for medical material at deep frozen, 
refrigerated and ambient temperatures simultaneously, even when external temperatures 
rise as high as +58C or drop to -26C. This equipment will support the DMS and will enable 
medical supplies and blood products to be viable for longer, allowing treatment to be carried 
out earlier and further forward.  
 
Closure of Royal Hospital Haslar 
 
Many of us have worked in the Royal Hospital Haslar (RHH) in Gosport and for years there 
has been talk of closure. RHH finally closed its doors at the end of June 2009. Those 
practitioners that have not already moved to the MDHU at the Queen Alexandra Hospital in 
Portsmouth will pack up their kit bags and join their colleagues this summer. There was a 
garden party with barbeque and live band on the old medical mess lawn to mark the closure. 
Even though the party could have been a sombre occasion marking the end of medical 
military involvement on the site, the atmosphere on the day was very cheerful enhanced by 
the glorious sunshine.  
 
New hospital in Birmingham 
 
A new hospital is currently under construction in Birmingham and is due to open in June 
2010. It was announced in April that it will be named the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
Birmingham and it will have a dedicated military ward with many additional features. Those 
of you who now work in the existing Queen Elizabeth Hospital and Selly Oak Hospital 
theatres may have the opportunity to work in the new theatres suites, in what has been 
described as the most technically advanced hospital yet to be built in the UK.  
 
Forthcoming events for military perioperative practitioners 
 

 AfPP Congress and Exhibition in Harrogate, 12 – 15 October 2009  
 
Get your applications to attend in now as this is a very popular event and accommodation in 
Harrogate becomes scarce. AfPP requires assistance with the running of some events and 
sessions. A Mil SIG break out session is planned. Last year the military were well represented 
and I hope to see as many of you there again this year, although we will not be as obvious 
this year as we are not demonstrating a FST facility or wearing military uniform.   
 

 
 

 There will be a Tri Service Senior Perioperative Practitioner Study, Period Fort 
Blockhouse, 26 Nov 2009 

 
Please contact Major Gary New at gary.new@porthosp.nhs.uk to reserve your place. It is 
intended to update everyone on the latest changes and issues that interest or may affect 
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military perioperative practitioners. Lessons Identified and the experiences of practitioners 
on operations are valuable as they assist medical planners in their preparations for future 
operations. If you want your ideas and opinions to be aired then you need to be at this 
event.  
 
Mil SIG Forum 
 
You may be reading this newsletter as hard copy downloaded from the AfPP website by 
another practitioner. You can access your own copy and the Mil SIG forum by becoming a 
member of the AfPP. The website is updated regularly and has links to many journals, books 
and other interesting articles. Have a look and see what the latest issues are in perioperative 
care. I am available to answer your queries at the email address at the top of this newsletter. 
If I don’t know the answer I will try hard to point you in the correct direction. 
 
 
 
Lynda Bardell   


