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Instructions for authors____________________
Please read these instructions carefully, as articles will only be accepted if they are in the 
correct format, with references laid out as described below.

The Journal of Perioperative Practice (JPP) welcomes 
unsolicited articles on various perioperative care 
issues. The journal publishes literature reviews, care 
studies, original research and Open Learning Zone 
articles (OLZ).

OLZ articles are designed as a learning tool for AfPP 
members to enable them to collate evidence for 
their Continuing Professional Development (CPD) 
requirements. To find out more about OLZ articles 
please see the OLZ Guidelines: https://uk.sagepub.
com/sites/default/files/olz-guidelines-2013.pdf 

All articles submitted to JPP are subject to double-
blind peer review. The journal is indexed on: The 
International Nursing Index, PubMed and CINAHL.

Please ensure all articles submitted are directly 
relevant to perioperative practice and that all claims 
made are backed up with appropriate and up-to-date 
referencing. 

Articles should be approximately 3,000 words inclusive 
of abstract, references and any text in tables and 
figures, although this can be exceeded in special cases 
when agreed in advance with the Editor.

Submit your article to JPP at: https://
mc.manuscriptcentral.com/periop

Download the full JPP instructions for authors 
at: https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/journal-of-
perioperative-practice/journal203445#submission-
guidelines

All tables and figures should be included and 
numbered. 

Author identification 
Should only appear on the title page (and not in any 
headers, footers, article text, etc). If you have any 
queries relating to potential articles, please contact 
the Editor: editor@afpp.org.uk 

Title page
The title page should contain only the title of the 
manuscript and the list of authors, and should be 
prepared as a separate file. Please ensure that the main 
manuscript contains no information that could identify 
the authors.

Abstract
An abstract of between 100 and 150 words must be 
submitted giving a brief outline of the content of the 
article, including major findings (this must not be a 
copy of the article’s introduction). There should be no 
abbreviations, references or statistical results reported 
on in the abstract. 

Key phrases and key words
You must supply four to six full sentences that 
adequately summarise the major themes of your 
article, as well as four to six key words/phrases to serve 
as database search terms for your article.

Conflict of interest
Authors must declare any conflict of interest. This is 
any possible interest, financial or otherwise, which 
may embarrass the author or the journal if highlighted 
at a later date. If you feel this applies to you, please 
provide a statement to run at the end of the article.

Illustrative figures
Please provide figures and photographs as high 
resolution graphic files - ideally jpeg, png or tiff. 
Diagrams can be supplied as graphic files or, in the 
case of hand-drawn diagrams, scanned images. We can 
redraw any rough diagrams and charts.
Authors must gain the necessary permission to 
reproduce figures/tables/artwork from any websites, 
other journals, or books BEFORE submitting their 
manuscripts.

Tables
Provide each table separately and clearly typed out. 
Be sure all tables are cited in the text, e.g. see Table 
1. Place references and explanatory matter within 
a table in footnotes, not in the heading. Explain all 
abbreviations in these footnotes. Authors must obtain 
permission to reproduce data from another published 
or unpublished source.

Abbreviations and units
Abbreviations must be defined at first mention. 
JPP encourages authors to keep abbreviations to a 
minimum.

References
JPP uses a modified Harvard system of referencing. 
Other referencing will not be accepted. References 
should be the newest available for your needs, unless 
it is a noted historical reference.

Please include a DOI with a reference whenever 
possible. This is a unique code associated with most 
online publications, and will be in a format similar to 
e.g. http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmj.171 or http://dx.doi.
org/10.12968/bjon.2016.25.3.135

In the text
a.  Use the name(s) and year (Harvard) system for    
references in the text:
     • As Black and White (2005) have shown…
     • As already reported (Black & White 2005)
b.  For three or more authors, print the first author’s 
name then add et al:
     • As Black et al (2004) have shown…
c.  When several references are cited, the order in the 
text should be chronological.

In the reference list
a.  List references alphabetically.
b.  Print the names and initials of works with six or 
fewer 
authors, e.g.: Black B, White W, Green GR, Red R, Tan T 
(2004)
c.  For seven or more authors print the first three then   
add ‘et al’: Black B, White W, Green GR et al (2003)

d.  The format/layout for a standard journal article is:
• Surname and initials of author(s), year of   publication, 
title of article, name of journal (in full and in bold and 
italics), volume number, part number in brackets and 
page numbers. Author(s) (year) Article title. Journal 
(abbreviated as in Index Medicus). Volume (Issue 
number): first and last page numbers. DOI.
• For example: Gill A, Randell R 2016 Robotic   surgery 
and its impact on teamwork in the operating theatre 
Journal of Perioperative Practice 26 (3) 42-45
e.  The sequence, layout and punctuation for books 
are:
• Flin R, O’Connor P 2013 Safety at the Sharp End:   A 
guide to non-technical skills Boca Baton, Florida, CRC 
Press
• If referencing a chapter in a book: Chumbley G 
2009 Patient-Controlled Analgesia. In: Cox F (ed) 
Perioperative Pain Management Oxford, Wiley-
Blackwell
f.  Websites: In text, cite as for articles. In reference 
list as: National Patient Safety Agency 2007 PSA 
21 Safer Practice with Epidural Injections and 
Infusions [online] Available from: www.npsa.nhs.uk/
alerts- and-directives/alerts/epidural-injections-and- 
infusions/?locale=en [Accessed November 2009]

Copyright

Authors of accepted articles are required to assign 
copyright in their article to Sage, the publisher of 
JPP, before publication. This enables the publisher to 
ensure that the published article is used correctly, and 
to prevent unauthorised or inappropriate use of it. 
Please complete the copyright assignment form and 
submit it with your article. If the article is not accepted, 
the copyright assignment will be void.

Submit your article to JPP at:

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/periop

Download full JPP instructions for
authors:
https://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/eur/
journal-of perioperative-practice/
journal203445#submission-guidelines


