
From the Editor

Farewell and Thank You

When I took up the role of editor almost seven years ago,
I had no idea what to expect. Although I knew very little
about the role of editor, I knew I loved to write and that I
was passionate about the development of perioperative
care and patient safety. The editor's role gave me the
chance to combine these interests. What's more, it also
provided me with the opportunity to explore aspects of
perioperative care that were novel and emerging as well
as enabling me to review areas that were considered
established perioperative practice.

This role has taught and given me so much. It has given
me the ability to stand firmly on my own words and be
confident about what I have put out into the world
through writing. While working as an editor has taught
me the value of my own words, it has also taught me
about the responsibility of someone who writes. On a
less philosophical note, I can honestly say I have not
been discriminative in my editorials. I have managed to
offend and annoy all of my family and friends at some
point in this seven year adventure.

I had to learn quickly the importance of deadlines and
the timelines related to getting the journal issue set and
ready for publication. As an editor you always have to be
two months ahead of the game. This has many
frustrations, apart from trying to write a festive message
in October, the opportunity to react to news headlines
are delayed. It is difficult to hear of tragedies and
celebrations that occur and deserve to be mentioned
but cannot be captured as the journal has to be set and
ready for publication weeks in advance. The introduction

of Twitter feeds from the journal should help resolve this
in the future and could also increase dissemination
of papers.

The next learning point is that not everything is
publishable and that sometimes difficult decisions have
to be made. When I started with the journal in 2012 we
were in a very tenuous position with a limited pool of
papers and authors. I am delighted to say that this is no
longer the case. With the input of excellent peer reviewer
support to all potential authors the journal is now in an
extremely strong position. The journal has become more
visible and attractive to international authors and this
can only get stronger with the influence of the Sage
publishing team.

It's with this last Journal edition for 2018 that I say
farewell and hand the baton over. It is my great pleasure
to welcome Julie Quick as the new editor for the Journal
of Perioperative Practice (JPP). Julie is a highly
experienced perioperative practitioner and an
enthusiastic supporter of the JPP and all that it stands
for. Julie is no stranger to the Journal. She has provided
excellent leadership and encouragement to all would be
authors in her role as an associate editor and will
continue to do so as editor.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
many contributors to the success of the JPP: AfPP, the
readers, the reviewers, the editorial board (past and
present), the associate editors, the AfPP presidents and
of course the authors of all the interesting papers we
were happy to read, evaluate and publish. Thank you for
indulging me in my editorial ramblings and for
supporting me in my role, it has been amazing.

Seasons greetings and a peaceful New Year!

Karen McCutcheon
Editor

Email: editor@afpp.org.uk
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