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152 VIEWPOINT

 Career opportunities for 
theatre practitioners 
S Lord

 Discusses and describes the career 
opportunities for all levels of staff 
within the perioperative environment 
including healthcare support workers, 
operating department practitioners 
and nurses.

154 CLINICAL FEATURE

 Leadership: briefing and debriefing in 
the operating room 

 T Donnelly

 Briefings play a major role in 
promoting discussion. They encourage 
everyone to ask questions, ensure 

clarity of expectations of surgery and 
clearly define the roles of each team 
member. Essential equipment can 
be identified and team members 
introduced to each other.  There is 
a suggestion that teamwork and a 
willingness to speak up regarding 
concerns is enhanced if each team 
member knows other members’ 
names (Haynes et al 2009).  This 
paper intends to discuss the 
importance of leadership in the 
implementation of briefing and 
debriefing in the OR. 

158 CLINICAL FEATURE

 Pancreatic cancer: a 
symptomless killer 

 K Gedge

 This paper discusses pancreatic 
cancer, which is the fifth most 
common cause of cancer death in 
the UK. This disease often remains 
undiagnosed until it is at a late stage, 
resulting in the majority of tumours 
being unsuitable for surgical resection. 
When a diagnosis of pancreatic cancer 
is confirmed, early input from the 
multi-disciplinary team is vital. Due 
to the poor prognosis, the screening 
and treatment of pancreatic cancer 
remains a considerable challenge for 
medicine in the 21st century.

162 INTERNATIONAL CLINICAL FEATURE

 Patients’ experiences with at-home 
preoperative skin disinfection before 
elective hip replacement surgery 
M Qvistgaard, Sofia Almerud Österberg, 
K Heikkilä, A-B Thorén and J Lovebo

 The aim of this study was to 
describe patients’ experiences with 
preoperative skin disinfection carried 

out in their home before elective hip 
replacement surgery with the aim of 
lowering the microbial burden and 
avoiding surgical site infections. The 
study was based on 14 interviews 
with patients who had undergone 
elective hip replacement surgery. 
The main categories of findings were: 
patients’ experience of obstacles 
and limitations, the importance 
of supportive surroundings, and 
personal resources as strength 
when performing preoperative skin 
disinfection. The study concludes 
that patients who carried out skin 
disinfection at home before surgery 
have a great responsibility to prepare 
themselves.

167 CASE STUDY

 OSA and the bariatric patient 
S De Silva

 The case of a 49-year-old lady who 
presented for assessment prior to 
weight reduction surgery and was 
found to have undiagnosed and 
therefore un-treated obstructive sleep 
apnoea. The subsequent clinical 
management and evidence for best 
practice is discussed.
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