
From the President

How far do you want to go?

'I think there is something more important than believ-

ing: Action! The world is full of dreamers. There aren't

enough who will move ahead and begin to take concrete

steps to actualize their vision.'

W. Clement Stone

I feel very proud and very privileged to be writing this, my
first message as the president of AfPP. I am particularly
proud that I am the first president to hold dual
registration in that I am a registered nurse with theatre
qualifications (RN) and a registered operating
department practitioner (ODP). I started my career as an
auxiliary nurse before commencing training as a
student, therefore I fully appreciate the wide range of
roles that contribute to the diverse perioperative team.
However, this is not just about me. I am part of a
multidisciplinary board here at AFPP and this means we
can assert beyond any doubt, that AfPP is truly
representative of all practitioners working in the
perioperative environment.

The above quote from W.Clement Stone is close to my
heart. Years ago when I first joined this organisation as a
member I can remember looking to the board and
feeling both awed but at the same time inspired. The
'officers' as they were then called, were an influential
group. All were experienced practitioners who were
confident and courageous enough to act as leaders and
role models; 'putting their money where their mouth was'
and working to improve the standards of care in the

perioperative environment. They had a vision and
wanted to improve practice for patients and the staff
delivering their care.

I remember looking at them and thinking 'I wish I could
be like them and perhaps one day stand in their shoes.' I
did more than dream, I took action and worked towards
that goal. Throughout my career I have striven to deliver
the highest standard of care possible. This has proved
challenging at times due to lack of staff and resources
but none the less I have upheld the principles of my
professions.

So, what will I do now I have achieved my goal to lead
such an awe-inspiring organisation? My vision is to fully
integrate perioperative teams. We are all proud of our
qualification, be it registered nurse or operating
department practitioner and quite rightly so. We have all
worked hard to gain that status and continue to work
hard developing our knowledge and skills to retain our
place on the relevant register.

But times are changing. We are all part of the wider
perioperative team and each of us brings knowledge
and skills that enhance the quality of care delivered. We
all have the ability to impact upon standards of care and
we are all leaders. How far you take that is down to you.
There are many challenges ahead and the future is
somewhat unknown. Yet we have the power to influence
our own practice and that of our colleagues. Stone also
said: "Your potential is unlimited. It depends on you. How
far do you want to go?" (Webb 2013).

So as we embrace this new year, I ask you to think about
how you might influence the care delivered in your
work place. How can you help promote a cohesive team
and knock down the barriers that threaten
collaborative working?

I wish you all a very happy and healthy New Year.

Tracey Williams
President AfPP

Email: president@afpp.org.uk
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