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 Perioperative teamwork for the patient 
with a shared airway: a case study 
G Jones

 Teamwork is an essential element 
of perioperative care. Shared 
airway surgery requires additional 
considerations for the perioperative 
team. This article analyses a case 
study of a patient undergoing thyroid 
surgery. Whilst the anaesthetic 
team is responsible for maintaining 
the patient’s airway, the theatre 
and surgical teams have their own 
individual roles to assist in airway 
management and surgical care. 

43 CLINICAL FEATURE

 Pragmatic recycling of paper and 
cardboard in the operating 
theatre: an audit  
DRA McKendrick, LJ Snedden, R 
Bunch, H McGregor

 Despite recent legislation introduced 
in Scotland and motivated recycling 
at home, very little recycling exists 
within theatre environments. This 
study describes a pragmatic method 
to recycle paper and cardboard within 
the theatre preparation room and 
anaesthetic room. There are significant 
potential financial and environmental 
savings to be achieved.

49 OPEN LEARNING ZONE

 Man behind the 
laryngoscopy is important

 N Zaidi

 Tracheal intubation is the most 
fundamental and effective 
resuscitation skill in many emergency 
situations. It is also performed to 
facilitate various surgical procedures 
and mechanical ventilation in critically 
ill patients. Tracheal intubation is 
also one of the most commonly 
taught clinical skills. The subject of 
direct laryngoscopy and tracheal 
intubation is revisited in this open 
learning zone article, with emphasis 
on the very basic concepts. New 
concepts developed in recent years 
are also discussed. It will improve 
our understanding about the subject 
which indirectly improves safety of the 
procedure. 

54 CLINICAL FEATURE

 ASA grading: a step forward
 T Kannan 

 American Society of 
Anaesthesiologists (ASA) grading is 
universally used as a predictor of 
postoperative outcome. It has been 
incorporated as part of the WHO 
checklist to make everyone involved 
in patient care aware of the patient’s 
physical status, and infer a possible 
postoperative outcome. Everyone 
in theatre involved in the care of 
the patient is aware of the patient’s 
physical status, except the patient! 
This article is an innovative way of 
representing ASA physical status to 
enhance patient involvement and 
understanding, and to facilitate shared 
decision making.

59 CASE STUDY

 Airway safety in a patient with 
submandibular swelling 
S De Silva

 The case of a fifty-eight year old obese 
(BMI 56) gentleman with a five-day 
history of toothache who presented 
to the emergency department with 
increasing pain with associated 
submandibular swelling over the last 
24-hours. The subsequent clinical 
management and evidence for best 
practice is discussed.
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