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 The aim of this study was to adapt the 
Scottish tool, Scrub Practitioners’ List 
of Intraoperative Non-Technical Skills, 
to Danish organisation and culture. 
With an explorative and qualitative 
approach, four group interviews with 
scrub practitioners, surgeons and 
anaesthesia staff were conducted. The 
main differences found were related 
to communication and teamwork 
regarding scrub practitioners’ focus on 
the team and speaking up. Differences 
in the non-technical skills described in 

the behavioural markers are perhaps 
explained by cultural differences 
between Scotland and Denmark. A 
new tool for scrub practitioners in 
Denmark was adapted.
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 Applying cricoid pressure is a common 
practice when intubating patients 
thought to be at risk of pulmonary 
aspiration. Recently, the perceived 
benefits of applying cricoid pressure 
have been questioned. Prior research 
has shown that cricoid pressure 
is applied incorrectly and that 
palpation of adjacent anatomy of 
the cricothyroid membrane is also 
inaccurate. We compared physical 
palpation to ultrasound for identifying 
the location of the cricoid cartilage 
using a total of 50 assessments. The 
median distance to target was 10 
mm. We concluded that palpation 
is an inaccurate method to locate 
the cricoid cartilage in the studied 
population. 

191 CLINICAL FEATURE

 Literature review: Awareness of 
anaesthesia 
A Smith

 A review of qualitative literature 
regarding ‘awareness under general 
anaesthesia’ was undertaken, 
this term being defined as full 
consciousness during surgery with 
explicit recall of events. This study was 
designed to explore a perioperative 
practitioner’s knowledge, skill base 

and education on the subject of 
awareness. It also explores the 
practitioner’s role in ‘looking out for’ 
and ‘rectification’, their obligations to 
the patient and their statutory bodies, 
as well as adherence to standards 
of conduct, performance and ethics. 
The paper aims to shed light on this 
phenomenon and to empower a 
practitioner to act for the benefit of the 
service user.    
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J Martin

 This paper discusses the perioperative 
care needs of patients with Ehlers 
Danlos type IV (vascular) syndrome. 
Ehlers Danlos syndrome (EDS) is a 
heritable group of connective tissue 
disorders characterised by varying 
degrees of tissue, blood vessel and 
internal organ fragility as well as skin 
and joint hypermobility (De Paepe & 
Malfait 2012).
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