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Courage, determination and passion

Andrew Thomson

Courage, determination and passion are three qualities
every student should have, and these three attributes
are particularly needed during this unprecedented time.

Every student faces a certain amount of anxiety
wondering how COVID-19 will affect their academic
work, attendance on placement and progression into the
next academic year. The inability to attend clinical
placement due to the high risk associated with COVID-
19 along with the issues surrounding PPE for key
workers has left many students feeling unable to do 'our
bit' to help the NHS.

Healthcare Apprentices and those students working as
HCAs in a clinical area are constantly worrying about
taking the virus home to a loved one with the possibility
of making them sick.

However, despite this, we have the courage to carry on
and do the very best for our patients even though we
may be working in stressful conditions, dealing with, at
times, minimal staffing and increased workloads along
with dealing with our own personal lives. As with
everyone else, the effects of the country being in

lockdown has taken its toll on us. Not being able to see
friends, family or do simple the day-to-day tasks we once
took for granted has left many of us feeling uncertain
and apprehensive about the future. Now, more than
ever, the determination and passion we have as
students outweighs all these negatives. Along with other
students and healthcare professionals, ODP students
have stepped in to help the NHS in these challenging
times.

For me personally, once we start caring for these
patients, the realisation of how much trust they put in
our hands makes me realise how privileged we really are
to be in this position. [AQ1] When you see your patient
wake up from a successful procedure and you realise
why we do what we do. It makes me proud to be an ODP
student despite these hard times and the pressures
every healthcare student is currently facing; I wouldn't
have it any other way. I feel privileged to be part of this
amazing profession.

No competing interests declared

ODP Student, University of Central Lancashire, UK

Corresponding author:

Andrew Thomson, ODP Student University of Central Lancashire,

Preston, UK.

Email: AThomson3@uclan.ac.uk

Journal of Perioperative Practice

0(0) 1

! The Author(s) 2020

Article reuse guidelines:

sagepub.com/journals-permissions

DOI: 10.1177/1750458920935357

journals.sagepub.com/home/ppj

mailto:AThomson3@uclan.ac.uk
http://uk.sagepub.com/en-gb/journals-permissions
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1750458920935357
journals.sagepub.com/home/ppj

	AQ1
	AQ1



