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AfPP Study Day - London 

 
  
Title:  Theatres of the Future: A Multi-Professional Approach 
 
Date:  Saturday 9 July 2022 
 
Venue:  London School of Economics and Political Science 

The Wolfson Theatre 
New Academic Building 
London 
WC2A 3LJ 

 
CPD:                5.5 Hours 

 

 
The perioperative environment is complex and rapidly changing with a diverse, multi-
professional workforce. A global shortage of perioperative practitioners has forced us to 
‘bridge the gap’ by working collaboratively across many boundaries and specialities to 
deliver safe, high-quality patient care. 

 
This study day explores how embracing a multi-professional approach to perioperative care 
can help us to build theatre teams that are fit for the future. From Anaesthetists to 
Registered Operating Department Practitioners (RODPs) and Registered Nurses (RNs), there 
are many transferable skills across perioperative professions. Our speakers will identify 
some of these transferable skills, explore the lessons we can learn from our multi-
disciplinary colleagues, and examine four key areas of practice. 

 
The goal is to provide you with evidence-based practice that can be taken back to your 
workplace to further educate the multi-professional team and facilitate changes in practice 
to improve patient safety and help reduce never events. 
 
 

08:30 – 09:00 Registration and Coffee 
 
09:00 – 09:15 AfPP Welcome Presentation 

Speaker: John Dade, AfPP President 
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09:15 – 10:15 Lessons Learnt from a Professional Perspective “Working at the Top End” 
 

With healthcare litigation continuing to increase at an alarming rate in the UK, we 
find ourselves rapidly developing a ‘compensation culture’. As a Consultant 
Anaesthetist with over 37 years’ experience from elective to emergency trauma 
surgery, in this session Keith will give an overview of litigation in anaesthesia, using 
real cases from his career. One of main aims is to develop an appreciation of how 
the risks of litigation can be minimised. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 

• To understand an overview of litigation and the particular challenges 
faced by the anaesthetist 

• To outline which particular treatments / interventions are at higher 
risk of litigation 

• To be able to identify steps that can be taken to minimise litigation, 
and the stress and worry it brings. 

 
    

Speaker: Keith Wilkinson, Consultant Anaesthetist 
  

10:15 – 11:15 Difficult Airways 
 
 

A session aimed at anaesthetic and recovery practitioners to enable them to 
recognise patients with potential difficult airways and understand the steps to 
manage them appropriately.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
 

• To be able to recognise and diagnose patients with potential difficult 
airways.   

• To understand how grading scales are used in practice.  
• To discuss the Difficult Airway Society (DAS) guidelines.   

 

Speaker: Ashley Holt 

11:15 – 11:30 Refreshments, Exhibitions and Networking 
 
11:30 – 12:30 Inadvertent Hypothermia - Mechanisms and Practical Tips for Prevention 
 
 

This session will discuss the risks, mechanisms and management of hypothermia 
during the various phases of perioperative care. 

Learning Outcomes 
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• To define inadvertent hypothermia and understand the causes, 
mechanisms and consequences of the condition.  

• To summarise the current guidelines for healthcare providers and 
practitioners to avoid inadvertent hypothermia. With a focus on the 
recommendations for each of the three phases of surgical care - 
preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative. 

• To discuss how to put guidelines into practice, with tips for execution. 
 
Speaker: Dr Ramani, Consultant Anaesthetist, Northampton General Hospital 
 

12:30 – 13:30  Lunch and Networking 
  
13:30 – 14:15 ‘Not Just Small Adults’ 
 
 

This session will give an overview of the perioperative journey of a paediatric 
patient, the differences and considerations given through the age ranges and 
common issues which may arise. 

Learning Outcomes 
 

• To understand the specialised care that children require in the 
perioperative environment. 

• To understand how to deal with a difficult paediatric airway. 
• To understand postoperative care considerations of the paediatric patient. 
• To understand the assessment of the deteriorating paediatric patient 

 
Speaker: Jennifer Maher, AfPP Trustee & Clinical Skills Facilitator, Alder Hey 
Children’s Hospital 
 

14:15 – 15:00  Prevention of Perioperative Pressure Injury: Risk Management 
 

In the perioperative environment, safe patient positioning is used to provide 
optimum exposure for the operative procedure. There is clear guidance and 
recommendations to reduce the risk from manual handling incidents and avoid 
patient harm. This session will outline how to assess individual patient needs whilst 
reducing risk and ensuring safe manual handling techniques. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 

• To be able to illustrate safe handling techniques that provide visibility and 
positive clinical outcomes. 

• To understand how to master the challenges of patient positioning and 
make surgery safer. 

• To explore ideal positioning systems to reduce the risk of hospital acquired 
pressure injuries. 

 
Speaker: Gavin Cooper, Education Lead, Novus Med 
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15:00 – 15:15          Refreshments and Networking 

 
15:15 – 16:00 ‘A Disputed Occupational Boundary’, do you have what it takes!  
 

The role of a Registered Operating Department Practitioner (RODP) is often ill-
defined, but they are key members of the perioperative multidisciplinary team. 
RODPs are skilled and versatile practitioners, supporting patients of all ages and 
working across all three phases of perioperative care - anaesthetics, scrub, post-
anaesthetic care, and beyond!  
 
Practicing in a variety of clinical settings as part of a multi-professional healthcare 
workforce allows RODPs to develop many transferable skills. This opens up many 
clinical and non-clinical career paths. One potential career path is healthcare 
management, which we will explore in this session. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 

• To outline the three phases of perioperative care, from the anaesthetic 
room to post-anaesthetic care and beyond. 

• To understand how to identify your transferable skills. 
• To be able to identify and recognise a career path in management. 
• To recognise what skills and qualities you need to pursue a career in 

healthcare management.  
 
Speaker: Leonard Makoni, Theatre Manager, Nuffield Health 

 
16:00 – 16.15 Recap & Review 
 

Speaker: John Dade, AfPP President 
 
 

16:15 - 16:30  Closing remarks, Questions and Evaluations 
 
16.30  Close 
 
 
 

5.5 hours CPD allowance. 
Agenda may be subject to change 


